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Common nature heritage
The Green Belt, the valuable habitat areas along the former 
inner-German border, is today a part of the national nature 
heritage. For nearly 40 years the Iron Curtain divided Europe. 
The most heavily fortified border in the world ran through 
Germany, where walls, metal fences, mines and watchtow­
ers created a death zone for human beings. Yet in the shad­
ow of these inhuman border fortifications a unique richness 
of nature was able to survive, and prosper – a lifeline. 

Treasure chest of diversity and …
Over 1,393 kilometres a unique nationwide network of habi­
tats evolved on the areas of the border strip which also links 
up with other natural landscapes further away. A cross sec­
tion through nearly all the landscapes that Germany has to 
offer, and a refuge for over 600 endangered animal and plant 
species. But the Green Belt runs not only through Ger­
many: Along the entire former Iron Curtain through 
Europe – from the Barents to the Black Sea – there 
are some great natural treasures over more than 
12,500 kilometres, and through 23 countries, 
which need to be preserved. 

… a living monument to European history 
The BUND (Friends of the Earth Germany) began 
the Green Belt Germany initiative in 1989. Extend­
ing from this, many people are engaged in cross-
border efforts since 2003 to preserve the longest 
ecological network in Europe on a permanent ba­
sis. With the support of the Bundesamt für Natur­

schutz (BfN) [German Federal Agency for Nature Conser­
vation] and the European Union (EU), numerous partners 
are involved in the Green Belt today at European, federal 
and regional levels. Apart from maintaining the unique 
natural diversity, the shared nature heritage is intended as 
a reminder of the former division of Europe, a living monu­
ment to recent contemporary history.

Experience Green Belt
The Green Belt has much to offer – nature, culture and history 
are interlinked in a unique manner. Making this experience 
available, while protecting valuable nature at the same time, 
is the aim of the ambitious testing and development project 
“Experience Green Belt“, which will be implemented until 
2010. It is one of the projects supported by the BfN for the 
long-term preservation of this unique interlinking of habitats.

In three model regions along the Green Belt Germany, tour­
istic packages are being developed that combine nature 

conservation with sustainable tourism, bringing history 
back to life, enabling people to experience nature and 
leading them to special cultural treats. In the long term 
the aim is to transfer the concepts and experiences de­
veloped here to other regions in the Green Belt Europe. 
The project thus contributes to maintaining and mak­

ing accessible the delights and diversity of nature 
with respect to a sustainable regional develop­

ment, for future generations as well.

Set off on the trail, on the Green Belt. 
We wish you lots of fun! 

Harzer Verkehrsverband

www.experiencegreenbelt.de

Elbe-Altmark-Wendland – Border experiences in the quadripoint country
The model region of Elbe-Altmark-Wendland in the 
quadripoint country stretches from the floodplain of 
the river Elbe in the north to Salzwedel in the south. 
The visitor is invited to experience the Green Belt 
as a “blue miracle“: The former border river, the 
Elbe, dominates the landscape. The white stork 
lives here in large numbers by the big river, and rare 
species, such as white-tailed eagles, black storks 
and European otters inhabit the river banks, wet 
meadows and the remains of floodplain for­
ests. Even in winter, the floodplain is full of 
life: cranes, northern geese and swans 
are guests and can be observed close 
up in their winter habitats. If you want 
to find out more about the history of the 
river landscape, you should pay a visit 
to castle Lenzen. The over 1000-year-
old castle buildings are today open to 
guests as a modern conference and visi­
tor centre. 

The southern border of this model region is taken 
up by the Hanseatic City of Salzwedel. Right in 
front of the gates to the city, the visitor can have 
a unique natural experience: the Salzwedel city 
forest is one of the largest bog-alder forests in 
Germany, a home to many rare species. One 
section of this primeval forest has been opened 
up via a raised wooden path. In the bordering Land­
graben Dumme low-land, with its mosaic of close-to-

nature watercourses, wet meadows and de­
ciduous forests rich in species, the BUND 

has for many years been busy buying land 
so that this unique natural expanse on 
the Green Belt can be preserved. 

The Green Belt is characterised by quite 
different habitats to the north of lake 

Arendsee: Here you will find heathland and 
dry grassland, as well as open inland dunes. 

This is the habitat of thermophilic insect spe­
cies such as the blue-winged grasshopper or 
the European nightjar, a rare bird species. 

Nature conservation in the Green Belt
The renaturation of the Kusebruchswiesen 

[meadows] to the north of Salzwedel is an im­
portant measure in the project. New areas of 

shallow water and wet grasslands are being cre­
ated on previously drained land. An observa­

tion station was set up so that amphibians, 
water birds and other species can be viewed 
without disturbance in their new habitat.

Other nature conservation measures in the 
project “Experience Green Belt“ are aimed at 

restoring typical dry grassland, inland dunes and 
heaths, for example by removing pine growth. 

Border experience points on the 
’four countries’ border cycle path
Visitors can find special features 
of nature, culture and history at 
“border experience points” which 
are signposted along the Green Belt. 
They point out relics of the former border, 
such as watchtowers or razed villages (“abandoned vil­
lages“). Visitors can experience the diversity of the re­
gion on a cycle round trip along the 190 km-long “four 
countries border cycle path“. 

On guided tours, guests and local people are invited to 
acquire “border experiences in the quadripoint country“. 
Whether the focus is on the fascination of bird migration 
or the history of the region, there are always qualified 
guides to accompany visitors on their trails in the Green 
Belt. In order to attract the interest of younger genera­
tions, project weeks for schoolchildren are offered, sup­
ported by artists, on the subject of “borders“. 

Whether guests choose to make the border tour on foot, 
by cycle or by canoe, all these creative tourist offers 
arouse your desire to make discoveries in the quad­
ripoint country and make the region better known. 

White Stork

Castle Lenzen

Youth work camp
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Overview

Obersuhl, Thuringia/Hesse White-tailed Sea Eagle To paddle on river Elbe Banded Darter

Information on the Green Belt Germany and Europe can be obtained from:

BUND Project Office Green Belt 
Bund Naturschutz in Bayern e.V. 
Bauernfeindstrasse 23, 90471 Nuremberg, Germany 
Tel. +49 (0) 9 11 / 81 87 8 - 0 · Fax +49 (0) 9 11 / 86 95 68 
greenbelt@bund-naturschutz.de 
www.greenbeltgermany.info · www.greenbelteurope.eu

Donations account 232 · IBAN: DE91  3705  0198  000  0002  32 
Sparkasse Bonn · BLZ: 370 501 98 · BIC: COLSDE 33 ·  
Keyword: Green Belt · Recipient: BUND e.V.

Information on the model regions can be obtained from the respective project groups:

Elbe-Altmark-Wendland 
Trägerverbund Burg Lenzen (Elbe) e.V. 
Burgstrasse 3, 19309 Lenzen, Germany 
Tel. +49 (0) 3 87 92 / 12 21 · Fax +49 (0) 3 87 92 / 80 67 3 
info@burg-lenzen.de · www.burg-lenzen.de

Harz  
Harzer Verkehrsverband e.V. 
Marktstrasse 45, 38640 Goslar, Germany  
Tel. +49 (0)53 21/ 34 04 - 0 · Fax +49 (0) 53 21 / 34 04 - 66 
info@harzinfo.de · www.harzinfo.de

Thuringian Forest & Slate Mountains / Franconian Forest 
Regionalverbund Thüringer Wald e.V. 
Krankenhausstrasse 12 · 98693 Illmenau, Germany 
Tel. +49 (0) 36 77 / 68 99 6 - 0 · Fax +49 (0) 36 77 / 68 99 6 - 6 
info@thueringer-wald.com 
www.thueringer-wald.com 

The project “Experience Green Belt“ is supported by the German Federal Agency 
for Nature Conservation (BfN) with resources from the German Federal Ministry 
for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety.

Bundesamt für Naturschutz 
Konstantinstrasse 110, 53179 Bonn, Germany 
Tel. +49 (0)2 28 / 84 91 - 0 
pbox-presse@bfn.de · www.bfn.de
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